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Montana's  Centennial  Anthology:  The  Last  Best  Place 


THE  LAST  BEST  PLACE 

EDITED  BY  WILLIAM  KITTREDGE  AND  ANNICK  SMITH 


A  Montana  Anthology 


'The  Last  Best  Place'  Front  Cover 

Cover  art  by  Tom  Sailor 

Cover  by  Kathleer)  Bogan 

Book  desigr)  by  Kathleen  Bogan  and  Tom  Sailor 


This  book  has  no  precedent.  It 
is,  without  exaggeration,  a 
cultural  landmark,  the  most 
important  and  meaningiful  book 
ever  produced  about  the  Montana 
region.  What  better  way  could 
there  be  to  begin  the  Centennial 
celebration  than  this? 

Montana  was  made  both  by 
people  guided  by  avarice  and 
narcissism  and  by  people  guided 
by  humanism  and  benevolence. 
The  former  took  what  it  had  and 
either  fled  or  hoarded.  The  latter 
took,  stayed  and  gave  back.  Their 
story  is  told  here  -it  is  a  story  for 
today  and  tomorrow,  an  affirma- 
tion and  hope  for  Montana. 

Mike  Malone 
Awards  Ceremony,  Nov.  1988 


Four  years'  effort  in  compiling, 
selecting  and  editing  the  highest 
quality  writing  about  Montana, 
under  grants  from  MCH,  the  coal 
tax  funds  for  cultural  and  aesthet- 
ic projects.  Mountain  Bell  Foun- 
dation, the  Montana  Arts 
Council,  and  the  state  Centennial 
Commission,  culminated  in  the 
publication  of  The  Last  Best  Place 
in  November,  1988. 


'The  Last  Best  Place'  editorial  board,  recipients  of  the  MCH's  1988  Montana  Avi/ard  in  the 
Humanities.  L  to  R,  back  row:  Richard  Roeder,  William  Lang,  William  Kittredge^am^s 
Welch,  William  Bevis.   Front  row:  Mary  Clearman  Blew,  Annick  Smith. 


Montana  Stale  Library 


3  0864  1004  2783  3 

The  anthology  includes  the  best 
of  Montana  literature,  from 
centuries-old  Native  American 
origin  accounts  and  coyote  tales 
to  nationally  honored  contemp- 
orary prose  cind  poetry.  There  are 
over  230  stories,  poems,  reminis- 
cences and  reports  written  by  1 50 
men  and  women.  The  book  is 
divided  into  eight  sections  with 
introductory  essays  by  editorial 
board  members  William  Bevis, 
Mary  Blew,  William  Kittredge, 
William  Lang,  Richard  Roeder, 
Annick  Smith  and  James  Welch. 
Kittredge  and  Smith  co-chaired 
the  group. 

The  Last  Best  Place,  published 
by  the  Montana  Historical 
Society  Press,  is  a  book  of  stun- 
ning writing  that  celebrates  writ- 
ing about  Montana. 

Looking  back  at  a  memorable 
tradition  and  forward  to  a  prom- 
ising future,  the  book  is  the  first 
comprehensive  anthology  of 
Montana  writing  in  fifty  years. 
The  first  printing  of  6,000  copies 
sold  out  in  less  than  a  month.  A 
second  printing  was  released  in 
March  and  is  available  in  local 
bookstores  or  through  the 
Montana  Historical  Society. 


Also  available: 

The  Last  Best  Place: 
Montana  Muths 

A  30-minute  video 
production  focusing  on 
major  themes  in  the 
anthology. 

'"  Produced  by 
Star  Route  Productions, 

with  Annick  Smith. 


PLEASE  RETURN 


Welcome  New  MCH  Committee  Members 


Ken  Egan 


Barry  Ferst 


Waller  C.  Fleming 


Six  new  members  have  been 
elected  to  the  Montana  Comm- 
ittee for  the  Humanities:  Ken 
Egan,  Jr.,  Barry  Ferst,  Walter  C. 
Fleming,  Larry  Kravik,  Wllma 
Simon  Matte  and  Sara 
McCleman. 


Ken  Egan,  Jr.,  a  native  Monta- 
nan,  is  Assistant  Professor  of 
English  at  Rocky  Mountain  Col- 
lege in  Billings  and  director  of 
the  college's  innovative  Inte- 
grated Liberal  Arts  Program.  He 
has  published  articles  on  Haw- 
thorne, Whitman,  Thoreau  and 
Poe.  Prof.  Egan  led  an  MCH 
Summer  Seminar  for  teachers 
In  1987.  Prof.  Egan,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Montana, 
received  his  MA  in  English  Lit- 
erature and  PhD  in  American 
Literature  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin. 


Barry  Ferst  Is  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Philosophy  at  Carroll 
College.  His  BA  is  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois;  his  MA  from 
Kansas  State  University;  and 
his  PhD  from  Tulane  University. 
Prof.  Ferst  has  organized  a 
number  of  Carroll  College  sym- 
posia on  Soviet-American  rela- 
tions, medical  ethics,  and 
religion  and  myth  in  the  modem 
world.  His  book.  You  Could 
Stand  a  Little  Culture,  is  In  its 
second  edition.  He  is  presently 
a  member  of  the  Arts  and  Hu- 
manities Task  Force  of  the  Mon- 
tana State  Office  of  Public 
Instruction. 


Walter  Fleming  is  Acting  Di- 
rector of  Montana  State  Univer- 
sity's Center  for  Native 
American  Studies.  Formerly  a 
research  associate  at  the 
Smithsonian  Museum  of  Ameri- 
can History,  Prof.  Fleming  has 
written  and  lectured  on  various 
aspects  of  Native  American  cul- 
ture. He  is  a  traditional  dancer 
and  craftsperson  and  a  member 
of  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Gourd  Dance  Society,  and  a 
member  of  both  the  National 
and  Montana  Indian  Eklucatlon 
Associations. 


Wilma  Simon  Matte 


Sara  Mc  Cleman 


Larry  Kravik,  a  wheat  rancher 
and  student  of  classical  Greek 
and  philosophy,  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Montana.  As 
President  of  Kravlks,  Inc.,  a 
North  Valley  County  family 
farm,  he  Is  actively  engaged  in 
all  phases  of  production  and 
marketing  of  spring  grains.  He 
enjoys  "traveling  Montana"  dur- 
ing his  free  months  and  wishes 
to  eventually  become  acquaint- 
ed to  some  extent  with  all  Mon- 
tana communities. 


Wilma  Simon  Matte  is  a  com- 
munity activist  for  Native  Amer- 
ican concerns  and  holds  a 
degree  In  Fine  Arts  from  the 
University  of  Montana  and  an 
MA  in  Education  from  Harvard 
University.  Formerly  a  teacher 
of  Native  American  Studies,  Ms. 
Matte  is  actively  involved  In  eco- 
nomic development,  education 
and  cultural  concerns.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Montana  Historic 
cal  Records  and  Publication^ 
Advisory  Committee  and  ha^ 
served  on  the  Fort  Belknap 
Strategic  Management  Econom- 
ic Development  Subcommittee. 


Sara  McClerhan,  Director  of 
the  Butte  Public  Archives,  grad- 
uated from  Eastern  Oregon 
State  College  and  is  currently 
an  MA  candidate  in  History  at 
the  University  of  Montana.  Ms. 
McCleman  is  a  member  of  the 
Butte  Historical  Society,  and 
the  Immigration  History  Socie- 
ty. She  was  a  speaker  for  the 
Montana  Historical  Society's 
1988  Lecture  Series  and  spoke 
on  Butte's  Italian  immigrant 
community  for  the  Butte  Public 
Library  Lecture  Series  last  year. 


The  Committee  would  like  to 
thank  outgoing  members 
Jeanne  Elder,  Charles  Hood. 
Ron  Perrin  and  Chris  Pinet 
for  their  fine  service  and 
hard  work. 
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MCH  Elects  New  Officers 


Arts   education    leader  Julie 
Cuchenbrod  has  been  elected 
*the  new  Chair  of  the  Montana 
Committee  for  the  Humanities. 

Ms.  Kuchenbrod,  a  native 
Montana  visual  artist,  teaches 
art  at  Helena  High  School.  A 
former  president  of  the  Helena 
Arts  Council,  she  Is  currently  an 
active  supporter  and  member  of 
the  board  of  the  new  Holter 
Museum  of  Art.  Julie  received 
the  Art  Educator  of  the  Year 
Award  from  the  Montana  Art 
Education  Association  last 
year. 

Sara  Jayne  Steen,  Associate 
Professor  of  English  at  Montana 
State  University,  is  the  new  Vice 
Chair  of  the  Montana  Commit- 
tee for  the  Humanities. 


Prof.  Steen's  academic  interest 
is  in  Renaissance  literature.  She 
has  authored  numerous  schol- 
arly publications  and  received 
the  MSU  Phi  Kappa  Phi  DisUn- 
guished  Teaching  Award  in 
1984.  Last  year,  she  received  the 
Charles  and  Nora  Wiley  Award 
for  Meritorious  Faculty  Re- 
search. 


Julie  Kuchenbrod 


I 


The  Committee  is  most 
appreciative  of  the  fine  service 
performed  by  outgoing  Chair 
Susan  Heyneman  and  Vice 
Chair  Robert  Archibald  and 
wishes  to  thank  them  both  for 
their  hard  work  and  enthu- 
siasm^ 


Sara  Jayne  Steen 


Calendar  of  Events 
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January  9  -  May  15,  Classics  m  the 
Classroom.  Workshops  for  grade 
school  teachers.  Butte. 

February  -  October.  Montana  Wom- 
en in  Transition  -  The  First  100 
Years.  Monthly  presentations  in 
conjunction  with  the  Montana  Cen- 
tennial Project.  Havre. 

April  13,  Home  to  Montana.  Speaker 
Dr.  Paul  Monaco.  Great  Falls  Public 
Library. 

April  14,  Going  Out  West  to  see  the 
Elephant.  Speaker:  Bill  Rossiter. 
Livingston  Depot  Center. 

April  15,  "This  is  the  Awfless  Mess  I 
Ever  Was  In"  --  Women  in  Waiting   in 
the  Westward  Movement."      Speak- 
ers: Linda  Peavy  and  Ursula  Smith. 
Billings  YWCA. 

April  18,  The  Media  and  Us."  Speaker 
Paul  Monaco,  Western  Heritage  Cen- 
ter. Billings. 

April  19,  Women  in  Waiting  in  the 
Westward  Movement.  Speakers: 
Linda  Peavy  and  Ursula  Smith. 
Billings  YWCA 

April  20,       Southern  Africa:    A 

I   Sub-continent    in    Crisis.    Speaker: 
■:   Philip  Shull.  Paris  Gibson  Square, 

Great  Palls. 

AprU  28,  Black  Hats.  White  Hats, 
Hats  of  Lincoln  Green.  Speaker:  Bill 
Rossiter.  Hot  Springs. 


April  28  and   29, 

Full     Committee 
Bozeman. 


Spring  Meeting  of 
Grantree     Inn. 


April  28  and  29.   Customs  Demise. 
Lectures,  films  and  discussion.   East- 
em  Montana  College,  Billings. 

April  29,  Women  in  Waiting  in  the 
Westward  Movement.  Speakers:  Linda 
Peavey  and  Ursula  Smith.  League  of 
Women  Voters'  State  Convention, 
Great  Falls. 

May  1,  Planting  in  the  Dust. 
Performance  and  discussion. 
Columbus. 

May  4.  Planting  in  the  Dust. 
Performance  &  discussion.   Poison. 

May  4,  Going  Out  West  to    see  the 
Elephant.      Speaker:    Bill  Rossiter. 
Flathead  Valley  Community  College. 
Kalispell. 

May     5,  Planting    in    the    Dust. 
Performance  &  discussion.  Eureka. 

May  6,  The  Revolutions  of  Modem 
Montana.     Speaker:    Harry   Fritz. 
Western  Montana  Stockmen's  Asso- 
ciation, Dayton. 

May  12,  The  Enduring  Appeal  of  Cen- 
sorship.   Speaker:  Stewart  Justman. 
Paris  Gibson  Square,  Great  Falls. 

May   18,      Myths     of    Technology: 
Science,    Politics    and    Decisions. 


Speaker:  Don  Clark.  Paris  Gibson 
Square,  Great  Falls. 

May  19,  Waheenee,  Buffalo  Bird 
Woman.  Speaker:  Jeanne  Eder, 
Dawson  Community  College 
Student  Center,  Glendive. 

May  20,  Town  Meeting.  Forest  , 
People  of  the  Tobacco  Valley,  f 
Eureka.  i 

June  lO  -  August  14,  The  Uviry  Tra-  . 
dition:  Indian  Art  and  Costume.  Ex-  ; 
hibit.  Museum  of  the  Arts.  Missoula.    ^* 

June  12  -  17,  Summer  Institute: 
Meaning  in  Literature.  Meaning  in  ' 
Life.  Professor  Walt  GuUck.   Eastern  I 
Montana  College,  Billings. 

June  12  -  17,  Summer  Institute:  ' 
Montana  Writers.   Professor  WUliam 
Bevls,     University    of    Montana, 
Missoula. 


June     14,  Planting 
Performance      & 
Bozeman. 


in    the  Dust. 
Discussion. 


June  22  -  24,  Centennial  West:  Cele- 
brations of  the  Northern  Tier  States' 
Heritage.  Symposium  in  Billings. 

July  3-8,  Summer  Institute:  Roses. 
Thorns.  Poets  and  Warriors.  Pro- 
fessor Lowell  Jaeger.  Glacier  Insti- 
tute, West  Glacier. 
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Grants  Awarded  from  September  1988  to  March  1989 


Meaning     in     Life.     Meaning     in 
Literature.  Eastern  Montana  College. 
Summer  Institute  for  teachers  focus- 
ing on  the  objective  and  subjective 
dimensions  of  meaning.  $6,588. 

Montana  Writers.  University  of 
Montana.  Summer  Institute  for 
teachers  focusing  on  Montana  writ- 
ers, including  those  in  The  Last  Best 
Place  anthology.  $6,360. 

Roses.  Thorns.  Poets  and  Warriors. 
Flathead  Valley  Community  College. 
Summer  Institute  for  teachers  on  the 
social  and  political  role  of    poetry. 
$6,305. 

Speakers  Bureau,  various  sponsors. 

$12,000. 

Brown  Bag  Humanities  Series,  Paris 
feibson  Square.  Series  of  humanities 
lectures  on  U.S.  foreign  policy.  $1,800. 

Furnishing  and  Equipping  an  1889 
SW  Montana  Homestead,  Museum  of 
the  Rockies.  Support  for  historical 
lectures  and  discussions  in  eleven 
SW  Montana  towns.  $5,999. 

Planting  in  the  Dust.  1989.  AERO. 
Support  for  tour  of  Planting  in  the 
Dust  for  1989  to  ten  communities. 
$6,878. 

Fee-Based  Hunting  and  the  Public 
Trust.  Department  of  History/ 
Philosophy  and  Biology  -  MSU.  and 
the  Cinnabar  Symposium.  Confer- 
ence to  discuss  option  of  fee-based 
hunting  and  open  access  hunting. 
$5,129. 

Malcolm  Miller's  Chartres.  Carroll 
College.  Lecture  and  discussion. 
$800. 


Malcolm  Miller's  Chartres.  Montana 
State  University.  Lecture  and  discus- 
sion. $1,100. 

Inter -Cultural  Awareness  Day. 
Custer  Battlefield  National  Monu- 
ment; Big  Horn  Canyon  National 
Recreation  Area;  Hardin  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Agriculture,  Inc. 
Seminar /workshop  on  Native  Ameri- 
can cultures  and  concerns.  $1,215. 

Fiber-to-Paper-to-Art.  Helena  Arts 
Council  and  Holter  Museum  of  Art. 
Lecture  and  discussion  led  by  an  art 
historian.  $962. 

Printing  of  Jeannette  Rankin  Pamph- 
let. Jeannette  Rsmkin  Educational 
Fund.  Production  of  additional 
copies.  $422.45. 

Centennial  West:  Celebrations  of  the 
Northern    Tier    States'    Heritage. 
Montana  Historical  Society  Founda- 
tion. Billings  and  Butte  forums  and 
booklet  on  the  Centennial.  $7,737.10. 

The  Last  Best  Place  Literature  Con- 
ference,   Carroll  College.    Literature 
conference  focused  on  the  creation 
and  contents  of  The  Last  Best  Place, 
the  Centermial  anthology.  $5,404.45. 

Peace  in  the  21st  Century:  Visions 
and  Prospects,  Carroll  College. 
Three-day  conference  focusing  on 
humanist  visions  of  international 
and  regional  f>eace  issues  and  pros- 
pects. $14,192. 

Custer's  Demise:  Historical  Reflec- 
tions and  Mythological  Projections: 
Philosophy,  Humanities  and  Relig- 
ious Studies  Area,  Eastern  Montana 
College.  Two-day  examination  of  the 
BatUe  of  the  Little  Bighorn  through 
films  and  lectures.  $2,064. 


The  Forest  People  of  the  Tobacco^ 
Valley,     Historical  Society  and  the^ 
Tobacco  Valley  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation. Planning  for  media  project 
focusing  on  economic  crisis  in  NW 
Montana.  $1000. 

The  Northern  Cheyenne  Sign  Lan- 
guage Project,  Cultural  Research  and 
Communication.  Production  and 
editing  of  videotape  of  Plains  Indian 
signing.  $22,059. 

The  Scientist  and  the  Sacred  Bear. 
Watershed   Foundation.    Research 
and  scripting  for  film  about  the  role 
of  the  bear  in  human  culture.  $9,950. 

The  Wolf  -  Real  or  Imagined.  North- 
ern Lights  Institute  and  MQTV. 
Research  and  scripting  for  video 
presenting  the  various  ways  the  wolf 
has  been  portrayed.  $8,896. 

Morning  Star  Productions  Research/ 
Film  Treatment  Development,  Morn- 
ing Star  Productions.  $23,180. 

Montana  Traveling  Historians  Pro- 
ject,      Montana  Historical  Society 
Foundation.     Historicans'  lectures 
and  discussions  in  fourteen  Monta-  m 
na  communities  on  topics  relating  to  ^ 
Montana's  centermial.   $4,034. 

Montana  Women  in  Transition  ■■ 
The  First  100  Years,  Northern 
Montana  College  Prairie  Women  in 
Transition  Center  and  Northern 
Montana  College  89ers  Centennial 
Committee.  Presentations  by  and 
about  Montana  women  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Montana  Centennial 
Project  in  Havre.  Montana.  $2,000. 


Become  A  Friend -•  K 

Please  use  this  form  If  you  would  like  to  Join  others  in 
making  a  contribution  to  the  quality  of  life  in  Monta- 
na by  becoming  a  FRIEND  OF  THE  HUMANTTIES. 

I  would  like  to  keep  the  humanities  alive  and  lively  In 
Montana  by  becoming  a  Friend.  I  understand  that  my 
gift  may  be  submitted  for  match  by  the  Nationad  En- 
dowment for  the  Humanities.  Please  list  me  as  a: 

1  ]    Contributor    $  25 

I  ]    Associate  50 

[  1     Patron  100 

[  1     Benefactor  25 

[  1    Other  


Ties  Alive  and  Lively  in  Montana 

Name 
A3dress 

Date"  AmbuhT 

Sr^aHire 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities  -  Friends 

P.O.  Box  8036,  Hellgate  StaUon 

Missoula.  MT  59807 
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Financial  Statement  from  Nov.  1, 1986  to  Oct.  31, 1987 
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Balance  Sheet 

for  the  Year 

ended  October  31  f  1987 

ASSETS 

CURRENT   ASSETS 
Cash 
Checking  Account  $     3,169 

Saving  Account  615 

Accounts  Receivable 

Due  from  NEH  $   95,653 

Other  559 

Total  Current  Assets  $  99.996 

Property 

Equipment  $    10,464 

Less  Accumulated 

Depreciation  (5.482) 

Total  Assets  $104.978 


arista  - 
Northern 
Women  In 
Northern 
Centennial 
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LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCE 


CURRENT  UABIUTIES 
Accounts  Payable 
&Accrued 

Deferred  Revenue 

Total  Liabilities 

FUND  BALANCE 

Equipment 
Unreserved 

Total  Fund  Balance 

Total  Liabilities  and 
Fund  Balance 


$    10,457 

88.910 

$   99.367 

$     4,982 
629 

5.611 
$104.978 


Statement  of  JReuenues, 
B^xpenses  and  Changes  in 
Fund  Balances/or  the  Year 
ended  October  31 , 1 987 


REVENUES 

Grant  from  NEH  $342,285 

Gifts  11.059 

Interest  Earned  15 

Total  Revenue  $353.359 


EXPENSES 

Regrants  $210.778 

Administration 

Salaries  76,098 

Fringe  Benefits  9,344 

Committee  Meetings  13.565 

Public  Meetings  9,045 

Travel  5,798 

Telephone  5,698 

Printing  5,680 

Depreciation  1 .249 

Other  16.953 

Total  Administration  $143.430 

Total  Expenses  $354.208 

EXCESS  (DEFICIENCY)  OF 

REVENUE  OVER  EXPENSES  (849) 

FUND  BALANCE 

November  1.  1986  $6.460 

October  31,  1987  $5.611 
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Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities 


Academic  Members 


Professor  Rose  Marie  Aus 

Dawson  Comm.  College,  Glendive 

Professor  Julie  Codell 

University  of  Montana.  Missoula 

Professor  Ken  E^an 

Rocky  Mountain  College.  Billings 

Professor  Phil  Fandozzi 

University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Professor  Barry  Ferst 

Carroll  College.  Helena 

Professor  Walter  C.  Fleming 

Montana  State  University.  Bozeman 

Professor  John  Hay 

University  of  Montana.  Missoula 

Professor  Je&ey  Safford 

Montana  State  University.  Bozeman 

Professor  Sara  Jayne  Steen 

Vice  Chair 

Montana  State  University.  Bozeman 


Public  Members 


Mr.  David  Heuck 

Farmer.  Miles  City 

Mr.  Lany  Kravik 

Rancher,  Richland 

Ms.  Julie  Kuchenbrod 

Chair 

Teacher,  Helena 

Ms.  Sara  McCleman 

Butte  Public  Archives  Director 

Butte 

Mr.  James  McGfuvey 

Montana  Federation  of  Teachers, 

Helena 

Ms.  WHma  Simon  Matte 

Community  Activist.  Harlem 

Dr.  John  Opitz 
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